RAVENSBOURNE VISION
YOUR CATCHMENT - YOUR VISION 2015-2021

Enhancing the quality of our rivers with local communities

THE CATCHMENT
The area of land that includes farms, parks, gardens, buildings and
roads, through which water drains into the rivers and streams, makes
up the catchment. The rivers of the Ravensbourne catchment rise
in the London Boroughs of Bromley and Croydon and run for 25kms
northwards through the Boroughs of Lewisham and Greenwich until
they meet the River Thames at Deptford. The three main rivers, the
Ravensbourne, Quaggy and Pool have mostly been straightened,
set in concrete and diverted over time while the more natural, and
naturalised, sections of the river are providing both havens for wildlife
and popular places for public access to nature.

1

Norman Park
4

Ladywell Fields

2

Sutcliffe Park
5

Linear Park

3

Chinbrook Meadows
6

Cornmill Gardens

RIVER RAVENSBOURNE
CATCHMENT MAP

6
2
4

5

3

1

WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE
We want a Ravensbourne catchment that continues to develop into a
destination of enjoyment and discovery.

A catchment where:
•

new development enhances the river and allows nature to thrive.

•

opportunities for leisure, education and discovery are commonplace.

•

community and volunteer groups are well supported in their work along
the river.

•

enhancement and education programmes benefit local people.

•

A locally supported Catchment Plan that creates a path toward a healthy
future for the rivers within the catchment.

A natural place where:
•

species and habitats thrive along clean-water river corridors.

•

a diverse natural environment attracts people to the rivers.

•

a mosaic habitats and green corridors allow species to move freely
throughout the catchment.

•

public access to nature is widespread rather than an exception.

WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE
A future where:
•

the threat of flooding is vastly reduced for local communities.

•

partnerships between the London Planning Authority, Local Flood
Authorities and developers ensure that communities are protected
against the impacts of climate change.

•

communities are encouraged to become stewards of their local river
through citizen science programmes and are fully supported with
education, equipment and funding.

•

the catchment partnership listens to the public and identifies key
enhancement and improvement opportunities for our rivers.

The Ravensbourne Catchment Improvement Group
Driving change throughout the Ravensbourne requires the commitment and support of many
groups and organisations. The London Boroughs of Lewisham, Greenwich, Bromley and
Croydon along with the Environment Agency and charitable groups such as Thames21, London
Wildlife Trust and the Quaggy Waterways Action Group all come together in the Ravensbourne
Catchment Improvement Group to oversee our rivers’ future.

RAVENSBOURNE CATCHMENT
IMPROVEMENT GROUP

For more information please visit www.thames21.org.uk

