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Marsh Dykes and Thamesmead Catchment Improvement Group 

The MD&T CIG is a group comprised of two London boroughs, representatives from the 

Environment Agency, local organisations and charitable groups. The group is co-hosted by 

Thames21 and London Wildlife Trust and has the goal of improving the blue/green spaces 

within the Marsh Dykes and Thamesmead catchment. 

 

Current Partners 

London Borough of Bexley 

London Borough of Greenwich 

The Environment Agency 

Thames21 

London Wildlife Trust 

Peabody 

Thames Water 

 

Catchment in brief 
The Marsh Dykes and Thamesmead catchment is a region in south east London. Part of it 

consists of the old dykes of Crossness and Erith Marshes, while a significant area covers 

Thamesmead. Once being a marsh, the land has been drained and the water is consigned to 

a network of artificial canals or ditches before draining directly to the Thames Estuary via 

several sluices. Whilst a relatively small operational catchment, it is dominated by 

Thamesmead, Abbey Wood and Belvedere, home to over 60,000 people, as well as retail 

and industrial development in the Marsh Dykes. 

Thamesmead was developed on reclaimed marshland in the 1960s and is located in the 

northern part of the catchment. In order to help drainage of the marshland some 7 kms of 

canal and five major lakes were created as part of the development. The system drains 

rainwater from the Thamesmead area, in addition to the major water input from the 

Wickham Valley watercourse. Water from the system discharges into the Thames in four 

locations: Abbey and Plumstead Sluices, the pumping stations on Pump Lake (also known as 

Thamesmere Lake) and on Gallions Lake. 

Marsh Dykes are located in the north eastern portion of the catchment. The area is 

dominated by industrial development interspersed with heavily vegetated ditches and 

dykes. Wickham Valley Watercourse is located in the southern portion of the catchment and 

is the source of water within the Thamesmead canals. This area is mainly residential and is 

dominated by Plumstead Cemetery and East Wickham Open space at the top of the 

catchment. 
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Belvedere and Lesnes Abbey are located in the southern portion of the catchment on an 

elevated position. This area is primarily residential but dominated by the land of Lesnes 

Abbey Woods and surrounds. 

There are 2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in the sub-catchment, Abbey Wood and 

Oxleas Woodland. There are also a number of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation 

(SINCs) within the catchment, most notably Crossway Lake and Thameside Scrub, Belvedere 

Dykes, Erith Quarry, The Ridgeway and Franks Park. 

 

The Water Framework Directive 
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is a piece of EU Legislation that has been enshrined 

in UK law since 2003. The original aim of the WFD was for all rivers, lake, canals, estuaries, 

coastal and groundwater (waterbodies) to be in good ecological health by 2015. However, 

this has been recognised as an almost impossible goal to reach so the deadline has been 

extended to 2021 or 2027. 

The Environment Agency produces River Basin Management Plans, which highlight the 

current health of all waterbodies within a river basin and what needs to be done to improve 

them. They were first published in 2009 and the third version is due to be published in 2021. 

The Marsh Dykes and Thamesmead Catchment is included in the Thames River Basin 

Management Plan. 

The majority of waterbodies in the MD&T catchment are considered Heavily Modified or 

Artificial; meaning the appearance of the catchment has been significantly altered from its 

natural state and some of the waterbodies in the catchment are entirely artificial. 

The effects of this mean that some measures of ecological health that are applicable for 

more natural waterbodies are no longer applicable within this catchment, and instead of 

reaching Good Ecological Status (GES) by 2021/2027 the catchment is due to reach Good 

Ecological Potential (GEP) in that same period.  
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Catchment Vision 
 
Sustainable wildlife-rich waterways for future generations 
 

Catchment Themes and Priorities 
Theme 1 

Engagement and Awareness 

Priorities 

 Increased local understanding, use and stewardship of the waterways 

 Improved facilities and events  

 Improved partnership working and collaboration 
 
Theme 2 

Amenity and Accessibility 

Priorities 

 Litter free waterways 

 Improved accessibility for all users 

 Welcoming, safe and desirable places to be 
 
Theme 3 

Planning and Reducing Flood Risk 

Priorities 

 Integrated flood reduction strategies  

 Development that is sustainable, integrated with the local landscape and supported 
by the community 

 Sustainable silt management  
 
Theme 4 

Habitats and Wildlife 

Priorities 

 Improved, well maintained existing habitats for wildlife and new habitats created  

 Enhanced habitat connectivity with existing connections protected 

 Improved water quality 
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Theme 1: Engagement and Awareness 

 

Actions 

Priority Action 

Increased local 
understanding, 
use and 
stewardship of 
the waterways 
 

Identify waterway users, existing volunteer groups and stakeholders 

Promote partner organisations works at events like Thamesmead festival 

Promote community engagement events relevant to the catchment and it’s 
waterbodies 

Support existing education programmes and encourage development of 
new ones, including activities at Tump53 

Develop a selection of resources for schools / children’s activities 

Improved 
facilities and 
events  
 

Identify current facilities in green spaces, and identify gaps 

Promote/encourage link with the water environment for existing events 
(such as Walk London, the Light Festival) and locally active artists and artist 
groups.  

Maintain and share a calendar of events 

Create and circulate a newsletter on local conservation activities and dates 

Create a webpage with links. 

Establish a social media presence via a hashtag specific to the catchment. 

Improved 
partnership 
working and 
collaboration 
 

Identify collaborative funding opportunities 

Link communication channels within the partnership 

Collate and maintain a project list for Catchment Improvement Group 

Develop different communications strategies for different stakeholders 

Investigate future stakeholders for MD&T Catchment Group 

Seek opportunities to engage with businesses along Marsh Dykes (through 
Bexley planning forum) 

Develop branding and identity of the partnership, to use in publicity for 
events and information boards 

Increase engagement with local councillors and councils to inform local 
policies 

Establish links with Bexley and Greenwich local environment groups 

Establish links with sports & water sports clubs 
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Theme 2: Amenity and Accessibility 

 

Actions 

Aim Action 

Litter free 
waterways 
 

Engage residents of Thamesmead with the problem of litter 

Review waste facilities (bins) in blue/green spaces 

Identify partners who can undertake community litter picks of canal system 

Identify areas for the installation of trash screens on fences around lakes 
and canals 

Develop creative strategies and inclusive campaigns to tackle litter in the 
public realm (e.g. yellow fish on drains) 

Engage with and advise/influence local businesses regarding litter on their 
sites 

Link litter with education activities for behavioural change 

Improved 
accessibility 
for all users 
 

Work with partners to undertake review of signage to green spaces to make 
sure signs are welcoming, informative about wildlife and represent the feel 
of the area 

Encourage stakeholders to consider accessibility issues and seating as part 
of their green space management  

Identify and contribute to works to create connected and accessible 
walking and cycling routes along waterways.  

Map, signpost and advertise connected and accessible walking and cycling 
routes along waterways  

Link accessible walking and cycling routes with the Thames Path 

Contribute to plans to incorporate landscape aspects into wayfinding, and 
advise landowners, e.g. planting to create barriers or vegetation 
management to increase visibility/access 

Improve other Tumps in addition to Tump53 to improve accessibility to 
schools and other user groups 

Inform green space policy such as the Bexley Green Infrastructure plans 

Welcoming, 
safe and 
desirable 
places to be 
 

Develop, support & encourage volunteer stewardship of public spaces 

Identify and engage with existing volunteer and ‘friends of’ groups, 
including the Ridgeway user group 

Identify places where vegetation management would improve the 
environment of an area 

Encourage active use of spaces to make them welcoming, e.g. paddle 
boarding on waterways 

Work with partners to conduct an exercise to map the ‘feeling’ of and area 
and identify welcoming areas and isolates/unsafe ‘dark spots’ 

Encourage land managers to develop lighting plans which balance need for 
safety with wildlife impacts 
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Theme 3: Planning and Reducing Flood Risk 
 

Actions 

Aim Action 

Integrated flood 
reduction 
strategies  

Identify and map areas of flood risk 

Identify opportunities sustainable urban drainage (SUDs) 

Identify funding for SUDs and delivery partners 

Develop links and work more closely with local flood authority 

Identify and map Natural Flood Management (NFM) opportunities 

Identify funding for NFM, and delivery partners 

Identify deliver partners for NFM projects 

Promote existing NFM and SUDS schemes 

Identify and share resources (information packs and best practice) for 
designing delivering SUDS / NFM 

Engage with businesses around SUDs 

Include flood topics in school and environmental education resources  
(surface and coastal) 

Support partners delivering routine maintenance: clearing tree debris 
from waterways; regular cutting of encroaching bankside trees and shrubs 

Identify infrastructure with potential to create flooding issues, working 
with stakeholders such as Thames water, TfL, NR 

Development 
that is 
sustainable, 
integrated with 
the local 
landscape and 
supported by 
the community 

Integrate development plans from Peabody with ecological measures that 
can take place in Thamesmead 

Liaise with LAs and encourage wetland habitat creation and improvement 
as part of new developments 

Investigate opportunities such as permeable streets  

Encourage individual actions, such as permeable paving on private 
properties and rainwater harvesting 

Identify and support the development of multi-functional spaces  

Sustainable silt 
management  
 

Identify sources of silt within Thamesmead canals 

Identify opportunities for de-silting, and delivery partners 

Work with partners to develop a silt management plan 

Identify delivery partners for de-silting projects 

Liaise with the EA to make the best use of the new flood model 

Carry out mapping of historic rivers and watercourses 

Work with Thames Water, and other partners, to identify surface sewers 
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Theme 4: Habitats and Wildlife 

 

Actions 

Aim Action 

Improved, well 
maintained existing 
habitats for wildlife 
and new habitats 
created  

Identify ecologically significant areas with local partners 

Secure funding for ecological surveys  (including water voles and eels) 

Identify the ideal ecological status of Thamesmead and Marsh Dykes  

Identify parts of Thamesmead and Marsh Dykes that provide good 
quality habitat 

Identify opportunities for habitat creation and enhancement 

Secure funding for future floating reedbeds within Thamesmead canals 

Install new areas of floating reedbeds in the canal system 

Encourage partners to manage riparian habitat in a wildlife sensitive way 

Investigate current fish populations to determine if they display signs of 
pressure from pollutants at any life stages 

Identify opportunities for restoration works to benefit water voles 

Install invertebrate habitats and hotels (examples are in place at Arnott 
close and Southmere island) 

Identify opportunities to improve habitat and connectivity for eels 
(present in Gallions lake) 

Undergo review of Invasive Non-native Species within the catchment 
(including mitten crabs) 

Draw up an INNS management plan with engaged stakeholders 

Increase landowners’ awareness of their responsibilities regarding INNS 

Promote good biosecurity awareness and practise amongst water users: 
check, clean, dry 

Enhanced habitat 
connectivity with 
existing connections 
protected 
 

Identify barriers to fish movement within the catchment 

Identify ideal fish community composition and whether there is a need 
for introductions or translocation 

Develop a monitoring programme to record and evaluate barrier 
mitigations and potential translocations 

Identify opportunities to improve habitat connectivity 

Prioritise habitat reconnection opportunities within the catchment 

Improved water 
quality 
 

Model road run-off within the catchment 

Engage local councils with problem sources of road pollutants 

Identify opportunities for soakaways and sustainable drainage adjacent 
to roads 

Work with EA to identify point-source pollution sources 

Help to identify and remediate misconnections 

Promote awareness around misconnections and what not to flush 

Identify, collate and analyse existing water quality monitoring data (EA, 
Peabody, INTCATCH) 

Prioritise interventions based on water quality data outputs  

 


