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These steps will help you set up your local litter picking group,
receive support and expand. However, this is just a guide -
there is no one way to run a litter picking group. You can
adapt the format to meet the needs of your area.
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Apply for funding: 
Become a ‘Constituted group’
(optional)
Set up a group bank account 
Cost your litter pick
Find a source of funding: local,
regional or national
Get support with your funding
application 
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Make connections, discover:

Litter picking groups in your
surrounding area 
Local authority and/or local
Waste Regulation Authority
Local or national organisations
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Identify where you need to leave
the collected litter:
Ask local authorities where they
want you to leave the collected
litter.
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Identify a suitable location:  
Check who owns the land and
how you can get permission. 
Scout the area, checking the
amount of litter
Identify a basecamp
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Complete a litter picking event and
become a citizen scientist! Option:
record data on litter collected and
help; campaign for change, identify
litter hotspots, gain funding and
motivate your volunteers.
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Register as a RAG: this will give
your local group access to
practical training and support
from Thames21. Once training is
completed, your events can be
covered under Thames21’s Public
Liability Insurance.

Identify the resources required:
Get equipment and plan transportation
and storage. Standard equipment:

Litter pickers
Bags
Bag hoops
High vis jackets 
Gloves
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Advertise your event & recruit
volunteers: 
Spread the word using: social
media, posters, flyers, local
news/tv and even through other
local groups.

Get the support of local authorities, 
they can provide:

Permission to litter pick on
certain land
Rubbish collection
Equipment & storage
Solutions to sources of litter

Conduct a risk assessment:
You can use one of these templates:

Thames21 risk assessment and
method statement template 
Keep Britain Tidy Litter Heroes risk
assessment

Expand! How?
Value your volunteers
Lean into the socal element 
Share and celebrate your
successes 
Diversify your activities
Delegate responsibility 

RAG

Plastics Action: Roadmap
These steps will help you set up your local litter picking group,
receive support and expand. However, this is just a guide -
there is no one way to run a litter picking group. You can
adapt the format to meet the needs of your area.

Consider responsibility, legality &
safety

Secure public liability insurance for
your group, in case of accidents
Consider the size of the group and
how it will be supervised for health
and safety.


